Bead samples. A) Optical microscopy image of the underside of a barnacle settled on a packed bed of glass microspheres for 24 hours. Barnacle secretions lead to the agglomeration of microspheres to the underside of the barnacle. B) Scanning electron microscopy image of the underside of the barnacle after microspheres were gently scraped off the bottom of the barnacle. Due to the adhesiveness of the barnacle secretions, microspheres remained adhered to the leading edge of the barnacle after scraping, and the barnacle was undamaged by the scraping.
